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Foundations for High-Quality Early Learning Programming 
 
 

Early Learning Primary (Grades 1-2) 
 

 
Developmentally Appropriate, Standards-Focused Curriculum 

 

A holistic approach to early learning requires teachers to be knowledgeable about 
child development and skilled in providing experiences that meet students’ needs. 
Social/emotional, cognitive, and physical development are interrelated domains 
which emphasize the development of positive dispositions to learning. 

Developmental 
Domains 

Social/Emotional 
Cognitive 
Physical 

Best practices for a comprehensive approach to early learning instruction indicate 
appropriate and sufficient emphases in all content areas are provided.  
Developmentally appropriate integration of content is utilized to provide rigor based 
on students’ prior experiences, knowledge and developmental levels. 

Content Areas 
English Language 

Arts 
Mathematics 

Music 
Science 

Social Studies 
Visual Art 
Wellness 

 
The Early Learning Primary grades (first and second grades) provide 
opportunities for students to continue to build solid foundations and positive 
dispositions to learning through a holistic approach to education.  

The teacher’s ability to integrate high-quality, developmentally appropriate 
experiences throughout the classroom provides a rich context for learning.  

Critical Considerations to Help Assure a Developmentally 
Appropriate, Standards-Focused Curriculum: 

• Students at this age learn best when classroom instruction is 
intellectually challenging and emphasizes positive relationships 
between teachers and students. 

• Developing an enthusiasm for learning is essential for primary 
students to learn within the primary grades and for future learning. 

• Students in these grades encounter learning tasks that are more 
difficult and require greater persistence and effort. 

• Students at this age learn best through concrete experiences. 
Integrated instruction taps children’s interest and senses while 
enhancing learning across all content areas. 

• Students in the primary grades learn best with a balance of 
instructional approaches.  There is also a balance of instruction 
between building knowledge and developing skills. 

• A developmentally appropriate, standards-focused classroom 
environment becomes “the third teacher” and provides ample 
opportunities for children to engage in high quality learning 
experiences throughout the day (without isolation of subjects).  

 
Implications 

 
• Primary students need to know that 

you care about them and 
demonstrate enthusiasm for 
subjects and are able to capitalize 
on teachable moments. Ask 
yourself:  Do I share my 
excitement about learning?  Do I 
understand the standards so I am 
able to use teachable moments to 
extend student understanding? 

• Exposure to a meaningful, print-rich 
environment where vocabulary 
scaffolding occurs through 
experiences throughout the day 
promotes learning and an 
eagerness to learn!  Ask yourself:  
How can I help close the literacy 
achievement gap? 

• Designed learning experiences 
need to balance approaches and 
content.  Learning needs to 
connect between content areas. 
Ask yourself: How do I include a 
variety of learning strategies:  
focused instruction, collaborative 
groups, and individual learning 
experiences?  How do I focus on 
building knowledge as well as 



WVBE POLICY 2510-ASSURING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION: REGULATIONS FOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Providing guidance for leaders dedicated to high-quality early learning programming, Pre-K through 5th grade 

 

                           Revised March 2014 
 

developing skills? How do I integrate instruction? 
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