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Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Technology Integration 

 

Technology is integrated throughout classroom experiences as a tool to facilitate the 
learning process.  Students are provided opportunities to engage in and master the 
standards set forth in W. Va. 126CSR44N, Policy WVBE Policy 2520.14:  21st 
Century Learning Skills and Technology Tools Content Standards and Objectives for 
West Virginia Schools (hereinafter WVBE Policy 2520.14). 

 
 

Technology 

 
Instructional technology refers to a variety of tools including but not limited 
to:  computers, tablets, digital cameras, calculators, and smart phones.  

The Early Learning Primary Grades (Grades 1-2) provide opportunities for 
the intentional use of technology and media to support learning and 
building of relationships. 

The teacher’s ability to integrate high-quality, developmentally appropriate 
technology and interactive media throughout classroom instruction extends 
the learning experience for each student.  

Critical Considerations to Help Assure Developmentally Appropriate 
Practices for Technology Integration: 

• Students at this age learn best when educators make intentional 
choices related to technology that maximizes learning opportunities for 
students while managing screen time.  

• Students in the Early Learning Primary Grades benefit by actively 
engaging with technology and interactive media.  The use of passive, 
entertainment media should be limited. 

• The use of technology in the Early Learning Primary Grades should be 
linked to grade level learning goals. 

• The developmental level and interests of students should be 
considered in the selection of media including type and context of use.  
There should be an appropriate balance of learning tasks.  All tasks do 
not need to include technology. 

• Young students need opportunities to explore and develop the skills 
necessary to interact with technology and interactive media prior to 
using these for learning. 

• The use of technology tools and interactive media should add value to 
the student learning experience. 

• Students at this age need to begin developing an understanding of 
Internet safety and the importance of protecting identity on-line. 

Implications 
 
• The intended learning goals 

should influence the selection of 
and use of technology tools and 
interactive media.  Ask 
yourself:  Do I select 
technology tools and interactive 
media to support student 
learning objectives?   Does the 
technology or interactive media 
bring added-value to the 
student learning? (Using 
technology to replicate 
traditional instruction does not 
add value.  For example, using 
digital flashcards instead of 
paper flashcards.) 

 
• There is time provided for the 

students to explore the 
technology or interactive media 
prior to using it in a learning 
environment.  Ask yourself:  
Do I provide time for student to 
explore appropriate 
technology?  

 
• Primary age students need to 

understand the importance of 
Internet safety.  Ask yourself:  
Do I model Internet safety in the 
classroom?  Do I discuss the 
importance of protecting 
student identity on-line?  Do I 
select safe Internet sites for my 
students to use? 
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