
Highlights of James Phares’ Accomplishments

 In-depth knowledge in school personnel and operations garnered during 14 years 
as superintendent in Pocahontas, Marion and Randolph counties.

 Hired by the Randolph Board of Education in 2009 after a report by the Office of 
Education Performance Audits outlined several deficiencies that could have led 
to a state takeover. Helped lead the school system through the turmoil, and full 
accreditation was eventually given to the system.

 Experience and knowledge of all aspects of school finance, including grants, 
Step 7, Title 1, II, IV, special education and vocational.

 Experience and success in passing school levies, including an excess levy in 
Randolph County that passed in 2010, a first in the county since 1989.

 Has kept school systems on the cutting edge of technology for use by teachers 
and for parents.

 Continuously strives to make available tools for measuring students’ progress 
and deficiencies.

 Maintained community connectedness with technology updates.
 Received the West Virginia Superintendent of the Year award from the West 

Virginia Association of School Administrators in 2007 and moved on to the 
national level as one of four superintendents from around the country nominated 
for the national award in 2008.

 Received the 2006 West Virginia Music Educator Association Superintendent of 
the Year award. 

 In 2009, inducted into the West Virginia University College of Human Resources 
and Education Hall of Fame. 

 Member since 2006 of the Southern Regional Education Board Leadership 
Transformation Task Force for improving educational leadership in middle and 
high school programs – participant, panelist and presenter.

 Member since 2008 of the West Virginia Leadership Standards Task Force for 
teachers, principals and superintendents.

 Member of the West Virginia University Rural Superintendents Initiative for the 
improvement of superintendent preparation programs.

 Since 2010, Education Leadership Adjunct Professor at West Virginia University. 
Education Leadership Adjunct Professor at Lynchburg College, 1991 to 1995. 

 Presenter at multiple national conferences on using technology for turning 
around schools and school systems, including the Southern Region Education 
Board, National Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development, 
National Reading Association, Ohio State Superintendents Conference, and the 
American Association of School Administrators Conference.


